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hood of our own sphere of interest. Emperor Nicholas,
who had in the meantime ascended the throne, was anxious
to spread Russian influence in the Far East. Not that he
had a definite program of conquest. He was merely pos-
sessed by an unreasoned desire to seize Far-Eastern lands.
As for myself, I clearly saw that it was to Russia's best
interests to have as its neighbour a strong* but passive China,
and that therein lay the assurance of Russia's safety in the
East Therefore, it appeared obvious to me that it was
imperative not to allow Japan to penetrate into the very
heart of China and secure a footing in the Liao-tung penin-
sula, which to a certain extent occupies a dominating posi-
tion. Accordingly, I insisted on the necessity of thwarting
the execution of the peace treaty between Japan and China.
To discuss the matter a conference was called by His
Majesty under the presidency of Admiral-General Grand
Duke Alexey Alexandrovich. At this conference I advo-
cated the principle of the integrity of the Chinese Empire*
Russia's best interests demanded, I pointefl out, that China
remain unchanged and that no power be allowed to increase
its territorial possessions at China's expense. I was sup-
ported by Minister VannovskL Obruchev's attitude was
rather Indifferent, for he was exclusively interested in mili-
tary possibilities in the West. The other members of the
conference expressed no definite opinion.
When we carne to discuss the practical ways and means
whereby the policy I had recommended could be carried
out, I proposed to present to Japan an ultimatum to the
effect that we could not suffer her to violate the principle of
the unity and territorial integrity of the Chinese Empire
and that we could not, therefore, agree to the treaty con-
cluded between Japan and China. I suggested that we
ought to permit Japan, as the victorious nation, to recover
her war expenditures by imposing a more or less consider-
able indemnity upon China. Should Japan fail to comply